Abstract
Introduction
The breakthrough in technology and the growing digitalization of activities have left Nigeria with no option than to be drawn into the digital global Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info economy. This is against the background that the rising knowledge intensity has permeated every aspect of cultural, economic, ecological and political spheres of society. It has become obvious that digitalization over the years and their increasing role in development has made it imperative for developing and developed nations of the world to struggle for enhanced information technology for socio-economic transformation of their societies.
The current phase in the evolution of society is characterized by a paradigm shift from industrial age to information age. This shift is based on the emergence of global information infrastructure with a system of governance that is novel and convoluted. The prevalence of information has led to origination of several concepts such as computer revolution, scientific technological revolution, third wave, post industrial revolution, information and communication technology e.t.c. What underlie these concepts is that information both in content and context has become digital. Thus, information has assumed electronic and binary forms capable of being measured in digits (Negroponte, 1995) With the emergence of the information infrastructure, information has been codified in a manner that renders its processing and distribution quick and cheap. This ability to codify and process gives transformative potency to information such that human society and affairs are positively affected. For instance, in the economic sphere, it has resulted in the creation of knowledge economy thus bringing about qualitative and quantitative alteration in function, process and structure of the economy. Also this development has increasingly eliminated distance in a spacio-temporal sense, thereby moving the world towards a borderless society where individual live and work with great flexibility.
The elimination of distance is made possible with the manipulation potency of the information infrastructure mainly computer and internet. They can manipulate image, video and sound as easily as they can manipulate numbers and letters-akin to giving the computer the gift of sight, imagination and expression (Koelsch, 1995) . Today, the telephone, television networked computer and human beings are interlocked in intricate relationships that provide training without paper, buying stocks from any part of the world,
The fourth revolution started with the guide line drawn up for communication computer. The net was developed out of the system used in the Pentagon, the headquarter of the American military. The system was first known as the Advance Research Project Agency (ARPA) net with the sole aim of making scientists working on military contracts in different parts of America to pull their resources and share the expensive equipment they were using. The inventor thought of a way of sending messages too. Thus, the electronic mail (E-mail) emerged, (Gibbons 1990 , Castells 1996 . The fifth revolution is the wireless phone. Although initially big and bulky, the phones have now been transformed into small devices.
In all these revolutions, Nigeria and indeed the African continent play the role of users of the finished products. It should be noted that the usage of the information and communication technology infrastructure is highly restricted as most African countries including Nigeria ranked very low in its usage. This brings us to the concept of digital divide -a concept that illustrate the current trend in unequal global distribution of technological advancement between and even within countries. Africa has made some effort in recent time to address the disparities in information and communication technology. The effort is evident in the Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info
• The priority given to Science and Technology in Lagos Plan of Action, 1980.
• Consolidated plan of Action on Science and Technology
• The setting up of the AU/NEPAD African ministers conference on Science and Technology.
These efforts however, have not yielded the desired results due to some structural factors that militate against the actualization in the African continent.
Understanding the Disparity in Information and Communication Technology
The imperatives of the emergent information technology become highly manifest as the world turned a new century. This is mostly necessitated by the impact of the technology on mankind. This importance is underscored by Aragba-Akpore:
Of all the technical changes that have influenced our lives in recent years it is those in information technology that had the greatest impact. This will continue to be so, at least until the end of the first half of next century when other major technological breakthrough in the area of materials, biotechnological or energy may force entirely new ways of living on mankind (Aragba-Akpore 1999:22).
In spite of the influence of the information technology on mankind, the relative level of preparedness varies between developing and developed nations of the world. On the other hand, disparity still exists within developing countries. It is the disparity in acquisition of the information technology that ushered in the concept of digital divide into the lexicon of the information and communication technology in the 1990s.
Digital divide is simply the troubling gap between those who use computer and the internet and those who do not. In a broader term, it is inequitable access to information and communication technology such as the computers, telephones, and other internet technologies (Kalegan 2004 , Mutula 2008 Digital Divide is a multidimensional phenomenon encompassing global divide (a divide between the developing and developed nations) social divide
• Utilization category indexes the extent of information and communication technology usage and the quality which reflects a level of access that enables higher degree of functionality. This is measured by the following indicators: proportion of individuals that used the internet; ratio of fixed broadband subscribers to total Internet subscribers; and ratio of mobile broadband subscribers to total mobile subscribers.
• Infrastructure category includes network indicators as well as devices that provide interface between the user and the network and has the following indicators: proportion of households with a fixed line telephone; proportion of households with a computer;
Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info proportion of households with Internet access at home; mobile cellular subscribers per 100 inhabitants and mobile Internet subscribers per 100 inhabitants.
• The opportunity category encompasses accessibility and affordability with the following indicators: percentage of population covered by mobile cellular telephony; Internet access tariffs as a percentage of per capita income; and mobile cellular tariffs as a percentage of per capita income.
The classification represents a transition from a lower level (basic voice communication) to a higher level (broadband connectivity). Access to infrastructure is determined by users having opportunity to be covered by the service and being able to afford it while utilization depends on having infrastructure and a device.
Overview of Nigeria's Digital Opportunity Index
Nigeria's position, within and outside the continent, reveals that it falls within the countries with low digital opportunity index scores. It should be noted however, that with the high score in telecommunication, there still exists a perplexing digital disparities especially along urban-rural lines. Most rural areas in Nigeria are still without telephone networks. In some areas where there are Global System of Mobile networks, the people access to handsets is highly incapacitated due to high level of poverty that pervade rural areas in Nigeria,.
The Challenges of Nigeria in the Digitalized Global Economy
The near pervasiveness of the digital technology in Nigeria and the intellectual barrier to its entry is gradually being minimised. In spite of the explosion in the telecommunication sector and its unprecedented level of employment generation, Nigeria is plagued with some major challenges. It is these challenges that account for the disparaging low scores in its digital opportunity index in contrast with other countries in Africa and other continents of the world. The overall picture is that a country that would have rated high has its information and communication technology skewed in its disfavour, thus, creating a very wide digital divide gap in the opportunity, infrastructure and utilization categories of the digital opportunity index.
A major challenge is that of corruption in governance. The prevailing political culture of governance in Nigeria has increased the rate of official corruption among public office holders. A recent global corruption index puts Nigeria as the third most corrupt nation in the globe. This status it earns mainly in electoral malpractice, inordinate looting of public treasury etc. Corruption distorts the allocation of resources and the performance of government and this has a hindered investment inflow through the impairment of confidence by the international community. This also impairs the creation of an enabling environment for Nigeria to lead or even occupy a seat in the digitalized economy.
Technological breakthrough in information and communication is dependent on undisrupted energy and power supply. This is a fundamental challenge in Nigeria in its bid to bridge the digital divide. Nigeria ranks lowest in terms of energy supply and consumption globally. Currently, power generation has reduced to 1, 000 MW (Adekeye 2009 ). This is grossly inadequate for a country with a population of over 140 million. This erratic energy and power supply is currently forcing many blue chip companies to shut down or relocate to other countries with safety and favourable energy and power supply. These have serious implications for information and communication technology development in Nigeria.
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The spate for insecurity is another challenge that Nigeria has to contend with in trying to come out of problem of low digital opportunity index. 
Conclusion
This discourse presented in this paper shows that a paradigm shift to a digitalized global economy is underway and Nigeria is inevitably drawn into it. However, the country's score of digital opportunity index is abysmally low when compared with other countries in Africa and beyond. This becomes more disturbing when viewed against its enormous wealth in natural and human resources which give it the status of the Giant of Africa. The current Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info score in the digital opportunity is earned mostly in mobile cellular telephony while it lags far behind in internet accessibility and usage. If Nigeria must measure up with other countries of the world with enviable digital opportunity index scores, then the following recommendations must be taken seriously:
Nigeria must take bold step in evolving a political culture of governance that is people and development oriented. It needs some giant strides in tackling corruption which is not only eating deep into the country's development agenda but also hindering foreign investment inflow, and impairing policy regulatory framework. The moment the war against corruption is won, a transparent and committed system of governance is put in place, the challenges of inadequate energy and power supply, poverty and high illiteracy level will be surmounted and there will be an enabling environment for information and communication technology development in Nigeria.
Nigeria should evolve a policy framework that is consistent with making information and communication technology the nucleus of its long term national planning. Emanating from the policy is the development of a digital 'mega city' that is akin to American's Silicon Valley which will meet the high-tech intellectual power needs of the country. Accompanying this is the formulation of viable maintenance policies.
Information and communication will not attain the envisioned critical mass or high digital opportunity index score in Nigeria unless the infrastructural base for information and communication technology is revamped. Essentially, the power grid and the telecommunication infrastructure must be upgraded. Those in charge of governance should make mobile telephony computer and information and communication technology services more easily affordable and accessible by the common man. It is only when the recommendations are religiously implemented that the digital gap in Nigeria can be bridged.
